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   THE  SEASON  OF  EASTER   &  THE SECULAR  MEMORIAL  DAY 

 
Brothers & Sisters, 

As I write this column this month, we are sitting through a late-

April freeze and snow, about to enter the month of May and

praying that our collective efforts to receive the COVID-19 vaccines will translate into renewed

health and greatly reduced collective fear. 

The last Sunday of April this year is the 5th Sunday of Easter and is sometimes referred to as

“Shepherd Sunday” because the scripture readings for this Lord’s Day are the 23rd Psalm and

John 10:1-18. These two beloved scriptures passages provide us the prophesy and type of

Yahweh as the Good Shepherd and Jesus’ fulfillment of that type with Jesus of Nazareth, as the

Son of Man / Son of God taking up that mantle. The Good Shepherd IS the one who leads us

through the Valley of the Shadow of Death in such a way that we fear no evil.

Consider the past 15 to 16 months. Think about the fact that the current figure of nearly

569,000 deaths from COVID-19 is almost half, in just one year, of the number of fatal casualties

in American Wars from the Revolution to the end of World War II. Yes, you read that

correctly! It took the USA 170 years to achieve 1.2 million fatal casualties in the course of 7 full-

fledged wars — and less than a year-and-a-half to arrive at 569,000 in one pandemic. 

Truly 2020 - 21 is a year in which we have “come through the ‘Valley of the Shadow of Death’”.

And this has generated a great deal of unease, outright fear and mass confusion bordering on

pandemonium. Despite those numbers, the shock of the disease’s progression, potential severity

and duration, we in the Body of Christ in North Liberty have come through relatively

unscathed.

 Indeed, our Triune God — the Loving Father, the Gracious Son, and the Comforting Holy

Spirit — has brought us through to this side of things! This gives us good hope for great joy and

thanksgiving! 

And, as we consider that, let us remember that sacred history tells us of Abraham’s travails and

hope. Genesis 23 tells us of Abraham suffering through the death of his wife Sarah, and that

upon her passing, he purchased the Field of Ephron in Macpelah (in Canaan) for a tomb for

Sarah and himself. It is a tomb that came to serve as a generational family tomb that still exists

and is know as the Tomb of the Patriarchs. 

This means that Abraham’s claim upon actual physical real estate in the Promised Land came

through a cemetery. It is particularly fitting, then, that we Americans should observe Memorial
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Day at the end of the month of May. Memorial Day has it’s roots in Decoration Day which

began in several places in 1865-67 following the end of the Civil War. With 350,000 - 400,000

dead as a result of the war, this was seen as incredibly important. We recognized and celebrated

our dead, but (as a nation) we did so with a fairly common understanding of sacrifice, death and

resurrection mean to us

For good or ill — for good and ill — we not only recognize our fallen Soldiers, Sailors, Coast

Guardsmen, Marines (and now Spacers) for their sacrifices on our behalf in war. We also, to a

lesser degree, remember and honor our lost civilian brothers and sisters. 

As we do so, let us remember that we celebrate a Cemetery Faith in which we enter the hope

of the coming Promised Land through death and the Tomb of a Resurrected Lord Who is the

Good Shepherd, carries us through the Valley of the Shadow of Death and provides us with

good pasture, good water, and an everlasting dwelling in the House of the Lord.

 We may be saddened, grieved and moved as we prepare to hear the annual speeches, see the

grave-side flags and hear the bugles render more rounds and renditions of Taps. But, as we do

so, let us do it with a genuine sense of the joy, peace and comfort we may take in our well-

grounded cemetery faith that will lead us to that promised and God-delivered coming Promised

Land because of the Resurrection of the Good Shepherd and defeat of sin and death.

 Grace & Peace,

 Pastor Rusty+

SESSION

The regular Session meeting was held on Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 6:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall at the church and via Zoom. 

Pastor Rusty began with scripture and prayer. 

Allen Fleming gave a report for the Deacons.

Abbey Novotny via Zoom shared an oral Trustees’ report from Mike Novotny. 

The Trustees are: Jack Atcheson, Alex Campbell, Bruce Martin and Dan Stoops. 

Deb Hartman furnished a written Treasurer’s Report which we reviewed and we are grateful for your
faithfulness as we strive to continue programs and repairs.

Session continues to address the safety of staying operational and having worship, due to COVID.

We resumed Sunday School Classes on April 11th, but still do not have openings. 
Presbytery meeting in May either virtual and/or Zoom. John or Joyce will be the delegate.

Reports  of  Session: 



Christian Ed: Elder Joyce Youshock is in the process of ordering Bibles for the High School

graduates. 

Mission: Elder Abbey Novotny delivered our coffee collection to Joshua’s Haven along with a

meal, plus we had enough coffee to share with the Light of Life. 

Worship: Elder Janice McElhinny advised that they will meet 4/20/21, and discuss Tractor

Sunday to be held in July or August. 

Rev. Stuart has made phone calls, visitations. He has given support to grieving families who

have lost loved ones. 

The next regular Session is May 13th at 6:00pm at the church. 

If anyone has questions or concerns, you can contact a Session member which are:

John Hemmerlin - Clerk 724-967-4923

Joyce Youshock - Recording Clerk 724-679-8454 

Janice McElhinny - Worship 724-992-9106 

Abbey Novotny - Mission 724-561-4928 

Gerry Sankey - Sound System 724-421-5126 

Joyce Youshock, Recording Clerk

PRESBYTERIAN  WOMEN  NEWS

It’s hard to believe May is upon us!

“Dew drenched lilac bushes

Are trailing everywhere,

And all about the country lanes

Their fragrance fills the air.”

When raindrops start to patter down

And pretty robins sing,

We know that God has washed His world

In lilac-time and spring.”

Susan Black, Together In Service, reports that the Bob’s Cupboard bin is nicely full.  The

toiletries collected will be delivered to Macosky Center that houses the SRU campus food

pantry. There, any student in need can receive food, toiletries and cleaning products. College

is expensive and sometimes students have to choose between tuition payments or these

necessities.  Thank you all for your generous donations.



PW has also placed boxes in the narthex and the education wing for any used books you would

like to donate.  Westminster Presbyterian of New Castle will be having their used book sale

June 3, 4, and 5.  Proceeds benefit their missions.  No magazines, encyclopedias or textbooks

please.

PW Birthday Offering will take place Sunday May 9th.  This churchwide offering provides

grants ranging from $75,000 to $150,000 for mission projects at home and abroad.  This year’s

recipients are:

C Garden Gate Ranch, Inc.

Des Moines, Iowa     $150,000

 This organization provides safe housing and other services to sexually-exploited women

and their children. The grant will provide an     educational center for therapeutic

services and vocational rehabilitation.  

C Memorial Drive Ministries, Inc.

           Stone Mountain, Georgia     $77,061

The grant will be used to replace their gymnasium roof.  This ministry provides a place

of welcome to diverse worshipping communities.

C Nkhoma Mission Hospital

Nkhoma, Malawi, Africa     $129,145

The grant will be used to build an obstetrics and gynecology operating room next to the

existing maternity ward.  This addition will help reduce maternal deaths caused by

having to move patients in distress a significant distance to another facility.

Pray about how you might give to help people in need celebrate another birthday through safer

births and second chances. Thank God for all the birthdays you’ve been given thus far and give

as you are able to the PW Birthday Offering.

As a side note, annually, Thelma Rust gave a dollar for each year of her life .  Even when she

was no longer able to personally place her offering in our collection plate, her daughter sent

Thelma’s donation to us.  Thelma was 90 when she passed on April1, 2020. 

Dorry Sankey, treasurer, reports that the PW collected $455.00 to be given to the Texas Relief

Fund through the Presbyterian Disaster Fund.

Thank you to Diana Stiles, Janice McIlhinny and the ladies who donated food last month for

the funeral dinner held for the Bill Sevin family.  We are honored to be able to provide support

and compassion to the family during their time of mourning.

June 13 is Graduation Sunday. This year the high school and college grads along with their

families will have breakfast together in the church social hall.



Our next circle meeting will be May 6.  The study is Lamenting Death , Lesson #4. Morning

now meets at 11:00 and Evening, as always, at 6:30.

Happy  Mother’s  Day!   “Her  children  arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he

praises her.”    — Proverbs 31:28

Secretary,  

Terri Pizor

CHRISTIAN  ED  NEWS  —  APRIL 2021

Sunday School Classes started April 11th at 10:00 am, we still are not having openings. 

We hope you would like to attend a Sunday School Class. This is what is available:

Learner’s Fellowship Class being taught by John Hemmerlin and Nina Cooper. 

Kitchen Class is being taught by Susan Black in the Fellowship Hall and the study is What it

means to be a disciple of Christ. 

Children’s Department taught by Abbey Novotny and Greta Pierce. 

5th-8th graders taught by Jen Shea and Dorry Sankey.

Elder Joyce Youshock has ordered Bibles for the High School graduates. Also working on

ordering Mother’s and Father’s Day gifts. 

Den and Jen Shea have been having CE meetings and will continue until Summer. 

Our mission is to purposely support faith growth and practice salvation through opportunities

of Christian Education and to support the faith practice of this witness into our global

community. 

Respectfully submitted 

Joyce Youshock

DEACONS’  REPORT

Please note: Donations for the deacon ministry may be sent anytime to Kathy Schultz,

Treasurer.   Thank you!

Our March meeting was held on April 12, 2021.  

Deacons met again on April 10, 2021 to make soup, rolls and cookies.  They made 12 quarts

of Beef Vegetable and 8 quarts of zucchini and sausage soup.



If you have a need for Friends of the Carpenter, please contact Allen Fleming, or any Board

member.  

Next Meeting: May 17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dorry Sankey, Secretary

MAY  2021   —   NEWSLETTER  CORRESPONDENCE

Dear  friends  at  North  Liberty,

I wanted all of you to know how much I appreciated your prayers, cards well
wishes as I recovered from my mitral valve repair operation.

I am very grateful for your support as a family of faith.  Thank you SO MUCH
for thinking of me!

Sincerely,
Barb  Linko

Dear  North  Liberty  C.E.,

Thank you all for the beautiful hand-made Easter cards.  They really brightened
my day!

May God bless you and be with you.

Yours in Christ,
Joan  Dickey



              SUNDAY              MONDAY                TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY        THURSDAY           FRIDAY            SATURDAY

2
  9:45 Prayer Time
10:00 Sunday Sch.

11:00 Worship

3 4 5 6

PW Morning
11 am

PW evening
7 pm.

7 1
                    8 
                       
   

9
  9:45 Prayer Time
10:00 Sunday Sch.
11:00 Worship

10 11

Choir 7 p.m.
12 13

Session
Meeting 6

pm

14 15

16 

   9:45 Prayer Time
  10:00 Sunday Sch.

11:00 Worship
PW Birthday 
Offering

 

17

Deacon’s
Meeting 7 pm

18

Choir 7 p.m.
19 20 21 22

 23

   9:45 Prayer Time
 10:00 Sunday Sch.

 11:00 Worship

24 25

Choir 7 p.m.

Newsletter
articles due

26  27 28 29

 30
   9:45 Prayer Time

 10:00 Sunday Sch. 

 11:00 Worship
Communion

31

 

 

 

Let  us  not  love  in  word  or  talk  but  in  deed  and  in  truth.

                                                                           1 John  3:18



  1 Desiree Ser 

  5 Marianne McCreight

  6 Abbey Novotny 21          Tom & Nina Cooper

  7 Mason Stull 24          Chris & Tracy Mahaffey

11 Tom Koprivnika           

14 Troy Carothers

Beverly Uber

16 Tom Cooper

17 Alexis Barger

22 Martha Dunlap

Jeremy Tidd

23 Ruth Palmer

Shannon Fleming

24 Sydney Stringert

30 Jolene Nicoletto



       MISSION STATEMENT

The Mission of the North Liberty Presbyterian Church is to serve Christ.  We seek to introduce Jesus
as the Christ and become disciples so that together we are enabled to love one another and share His

love with those around us.



HIGHWAY ANGEL

I was driving home from a work when my car started to choke and sputter and died.

I barely managed to coast, cruising, into a gas station, glad only that I would not be blocking traffic

on the highway and would have a somewhat warm spot to wait for the tow truck. It wouldn't even

turn over. Before I could make the call, I saw a woman walking out of the "quickie mart" building, and

it looked like she slipped on some ice and fell into a gas pump! So I got out to see if she was okay.

When I got there, it looked more like she had been overcome by sobs than that she had fallen. She was

a young woman who looked really haggard with dark circles under her eyes. She dropped something

as I helped her up, and I picked it up to give it to her. It was a nickel.

At that moment, everything came into focus for me: the crying woman, the ancient Suburban

crammed full of stuff with 3 kids in the back (1 in a car seat), and the gas pump reading $4.95. I asked

her if she was okay and if she needed help, and she just kept saying "I don't want my kids to see me

crying," so we stood on the other side of the pump from her car. She said she was driving to California

and that things were very hard for her right now.

So, I asked, "And you were praying?" That made her back away from me a little, but I assured her I

was not a crazy person and said, "He heard you, and He sent me."

I took out my card and swiped it through the card reader on the pump so she could fill up her car

completely, and while it was fueling, walked to the next door McDonald's and bought 2 big bags of

food, some gift certificates for more, and a big cup of coffee. She gave the food to the kids in the car

who attacked it like wolves, and we stood by the pump eating fries and talking a little.

She told me her name and that she lived nearby. Her boyfriend left 2 months ago, and she had not

been able to make ends meet. She knew she wouldn't have money to pay the rent January 1st, and

finally, in desperation, had called her parents, with whom she had not spoken in about 5 years. They

lived in California and said she could come live with them and try to get on her feet there.

So she packed up everything she owned in the car. She told the kids they were going to California for

Christmas but not that they were going to live there.

I gave her my gloves and a little hug and said a quick prayer with her for safety on the road. As I was

walking over to my car, she said, "So, are you like an angel or something?"

This definitely made me cry. I said, "Sweetie, at this time of year, angels are really busy, so sometimes

God uses regular people."

It was so incredible to be a part of someone else's miracle. And of course, when I got in my car, it

started right away and got me home with no problem. I'll put it in the shop tomorrow for a check, but

I suspect the mechanic won't find anything wrong.
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